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necessarily equate with true quantitative differ-
ences in amount of antigen within the section.

Many immunocytochemical studies of
TGFp1 have relied on two rabbit polyclonal
antibodies (anti-CC and anti-LC) directed
against unconjugated peptides corresponding
to the N-terminal 30 amino acids of
TGFB1.” * The antibodies recognise different
epitopes: anti-CC shows predominantly extra-
cellular (mesenchymal) and anti-L.C predomi-
nantly intracellular (epithelial) reactivity. The
close correlation of intracellular staining using
anti-LC with in situ localisation of TGFf1
mRNA suggests that anti-LC recognises
TGFB1 at sites of synthesis (latent or precursor
form of TGFf1) whereas anti-CC may detect
the active form of TGFf1 which is bound to
extracellular matrix proteins.” * In this study,
the pattern of monoclonal antibody TB21
staining resembles that of anti-CC, mainly
showing extracellular and mesenchymal reac-
tivity on both control and odontogenic cyst
specimens. Although the isotype specificity of
TB21 is not known, its ability to neutralise the
action of TGFp1 on the growth of various tar-
get cells in vitro suggests that it reacts with the
active form of TGFpB1.” Therefore, our results
may indicate the ubiquitous presence of the
active form of TGF in the fibrous tissue cap-
sules of all odontogenic cyst types. However, it
is not possible to know whether this is because
of locally produced or systemically derived
peptide or a combination of both. Further
studies are required using isotype specific
reagents (antibodies and oligonucleotides/
riboprobes) to characterise the TGFp detected
and assess the role of active local synthesis.

In conclusion, our results show the presence
and differential expression of TGFo and EGF
in the epithelial linings of odontogenic cysts.
Taken together with our previous data on
EGF-R expression,” these results suggest that
members of the EGF family (via autocrine or
paracrine, or both, pathways) are important
and play a differential role in the initiation and
growth of odontogenic cysts.
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Immunocytochemical expression of
growth factors by odontogenic jaw
cysts.
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